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1. Introduction

- Brief overview of deep tech startups and their significance in driving innovation. 
- Importance of funding in scaling these startups to meet market demands.

2. Opportunities & Challenges

3. Funding opportunities for deep tech start ups to scale up

- Social, Economic, Technological Perspectives
- Funding gaps, Market Readiness



1. Brief overview of deep tech startups and their significance in driving innovation. 

What Is Deep Tech?

Deep tech is technology that is based on cutting-edge scientific advances 
and discoveries and is characterised by the need to stay at the technological 
forefront by constant interaction with new ideas and results from the lab. 

Deep tech innovations are understood to be those that have the potential to 
deliver transformative solutions, rooted in cutting-edge science, technology 
and engineering, including innovation that combines advances in the 
physical, biological and digital spheres. 



2. Opportunities & Challenges

Opportunities:

- Addressing Global Challenges
- Growing Investment Landscape
- Technological Advancements
- Collaboration with Research Institutions
- Government Support and Grants
- Market Demand for Disruptive Technologies
- Emerging Markets
- Intellectual Property (IP) Creation
- Focus on Sustainability
- Diverse Application Areas
- Networking and Community Building
- Globalization of Technology

Challenges:

- High Research and Development Costs
- Long Development Cycles
- Market Readiness and Acceptance
- Regulatory Hurdles
- Talent Acquisition and Retention
- Intellectual Property (IP) Protection
- Scalability Issues
- Funding Gaps
- Competition and Market Saturation
- Integration with Existing Systems
- Economic and Geopolitical Factors
- Public Perception and Trust



3. Funding opportunities for deep tech start ups to scale up

The EIC is Europe’s flagship 
innovation programme to 
identify, develop and scale up 
breakthrough technologies and 
game changing innovations 
throughout the lifecycle from 
early stage research, to proof of 
concept, technology transfer.



@The Entrepreneur advisors

Business Readiness Level

@KTH Royal Institute of Technology 

https://www.kth.se/en?trk=article-ssr-frontend-pulse_little-text-block


@KTH Royal Institute of Technology 

TRL

@Granted Consultancy

https://www.kth.se/en?trk=article-ssr-frontend-pulse_little-text-block
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     Open Challenges  

Collaborative 
research in Future 

Emerging 
Technologies (FET) 

Validation and development 
of new FET from lab in 

relevant application 
environment. 

Development & commercial scale-up of 
disruptive technology-powered 

innovation solutions for individual start-
ups and SMEs  

          

  

Must build on eligible EU-
Funded projects‘ outcomes 

     

          

Pre-seed stage - It is advisable to apply to 
multiple EU calls and tenders to potentially 
secure around $50k per successful tender, 

allowing you to raise $200+k over two 
years. 

Seed-stage investments from investors - 
They may be willing to invest even 30+% 

more than the average for this stage 
since they understand that R&D 
inventions require more funding. 

Series A stages, 
which open the 

possibility of 
attracting 

international 
investors and large 

EU funds for 
funding. 

          

 

Accelerator Pathfinder 

Commerciali
sation Demonstration Applied R&D and Prototype Basic research 

sweet spot for grant funding 

Transition 



EIC Accelerator

• What is being looking for?

Start-ups and SMEs seeking to scale-up high impact 
innovations with the potential to create new markets or 
disrupt exisiting one

Innovation building on scientific discovery or 
technological breakthroughs („deep tech“)

Innovations where significant funding is needed over 
a long timeframe and  are too risky for private 
investors alone

• What can companies apply for?



• Blended Finance • Funding options

Grant only

If you can prove that 
you have sufficient 
financial means for 
deployment and scale-
up (TRL 9)

Grant & Investment

If you need support for 

development (TRL 5/6→

8), deployment and scale-

up (TRL 9)

Investment Only

If you are looking to fill the 
funding gap for rapid
scale- up of your high-risk 
innovation and you don't 
need a grant (previous
grant received)



Funding scheme         The selection process



Application process





Support beyond funding Resources/Useful links

• European Innovation Council Work
Programme 2024

• EIC Accelerator Guide for Applicants

• Application to EIC Accelerator (F&T Portal)

• EIC Fund Investment Guidelines

• EIC Community

https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-2024-work-programme_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/document/download/c8e5ae3c-e3fc-42f4-b98e-04dbace11abc_en?filename=Guide-for-Applicants_V3.0.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-search?tenders=false&programmePart=&callIdentifier=HORIZON-EIC-2024-ACCELERATOR-01
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/document/download/f2d3a62e-76c7-45ef-a6a8-39bb67a5774a_en?filename=220301%20EIC%20Investment%20Guidelines%20-%20Horizon%20Europe%20March%202022%20FINAL%20(1)_0.pdf
https://eic.eismea.eu/community/


Roxana 
Lupașcu

Thank you for your attention!

roxana.lupascu@magurelesciencepark.ro

EEN2EIC Consortium Innovation Leader in Romania 
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